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Annotatsiya

Ushbu magqola maktablardagi barcha ta'lim darajalarida ingliz tilini o'qitish
(ITO) samaradorligini oshirishda lingvistikaning asosiy rolini o'rganadi. Unda
fonetika, fonologiya, morfologiya, sintaksis, semantika va pragmatika kabi
lingvistik tamoyillarni chuqur tushunish o'gituvchilarga samarali o'qitish uchun
zarur nazariy asosni taqdim etishi ta'kidlanadi. Bunday bilim pedagogik
yondashuvlarni shakllantiradi, tegishli o'quv dasturlari va materiallarini ishlab
chigishga yordam beradi hamda xatolarni yanada chuqurroq tahlil qilishni
osonlashtiradi. Lingvistik tushunchalarni integratsiyalash orqali o'gituvchilar
talabalarda ingliz tilini yanada keng gamrovli va tizimli tushunishni rivojlantirishi,
natijada o'quv natijalarini yaxshilashi mumkin. Maqola o'qitish metodologiyalarini
optimallashtirish uchun ITO amaliyotchilari uchun lingvistik tayyorgarlikka
ko'proq e'tibor berishni targ'ib giladi.

Kalit so“zlar

Lingvistika, Ingliz Tili O'qitish, ELT Metodologiyasi, Amaliy Lingvistika, Til
O'zlashtirish, Pedagogik Grammatika, O'quv Dasturlarini Rivojlantirish, Xato
Tahlili

Abstract

This article explores the fundamental role of linguistics in enhancing English
Language Teaching (ELT) across all educational levels within schools. It argues that
a deep understanding of linguistic principles—including phonetics, phonology,
morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics —provides educators with the
theoretical framework necessary for effective instruction. Such knowledge informs
pedagogical approaches, aids in the design of relevant curricula and materials, and
facilitates more insightful error analysis. By integrating linguistic insights, teachers
can foster a more comprehensive and systematic understanding of the English
language among students, ultimately improving learning outcomes. The paper
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advocates for a stronger emphasis on linguistic training for ELT practitioners to
optimize teaching methodologies.

Keywords

Linguistics, English Language Teaching, ELT Methodology, Applied
Linguistics, Language Acquisition, Pedagogical Grammar, Curriculum
Development, Error Analysis

AHHOTaN A

HanHasg cTaTbd wmcclenyeT QyHOAMeHTaJIbHYIO PpPoOJib JIMHIBUCTUKM B
HOBBIIIeHUN 3 PeKTUBHOCTY IIperogaBaHus aHIIIUICKOro si3bika (ITAS]) Ha Bcex
oOpas3oBaTesIbHBIX YPOBHSAX B IIKOJIaX. YTBepKHaeTcs, UTO ITTyOOKoe ITOHMMaHVIe
JIVHTBUICTUYECKNX HPVHIINIIOB, BKIIIOYass POHETVKY, POHOJIOIMIO, MOPdOIIOrMIO,
CMHTaKCHC, CEMaHTUKY W IIparMaTuKy, IIpeJocTaBiIgeT efaroraM TeopeT4ecKyo
OCHOBY, HeoOXoamMMyIo 11 3 deKTUBHOro o0ydeHms. Takne 3HaHMSA POPMUPYIOT
Iefiarormyeckyie IIOAXOAbl, IIOMOTraloT B pa3paboTKe COOTBETCTBYIOIIMX yUeOHBIX
IIporpaMM ¥ MaTepuayioB, a TakXe CIIOCOOCTBYIOT Oosiee IiIyOOKOMY aHasIM3y
ommoOoK. VIHTerpupys JIMHIBUCTIYECKIE 3HAHMS, YUUTENISI MOTYT CIIOCOOCTBOBATh
Oosiee TIOTHOMY M CHUCTEMAaTMYeCKOMY MOHMMAHWIO aHIJIMVICKOTO S3bIKa Cpenu
yd4almxcs, YTO B KOHEYHOM WTOre VIIydIllaeT pe3yJIbTaTel oOyueHms. Pabora
BBICTyIIaeT 3a yCWIeHVe aKlleHTa Ha JIMHIBUCTIYEeCKYIO IOATOTOBKY CIIeIVasIVICTOB
rio ITASI i onTMM3any MeTOOVIK IIpertofaBaHs.

KiroueBsbie cjioBa

JImareuctuka, IlpenomaBanme AmnDmrickoro fseika, Metomonorma ELT,
ITpuxinaguasa JInuarsuctuka, OsinageHue fI3pikoM, Ilemarormueckas I'pammartika,
Paspabotka YuebHubix [Tporpamm, Ananms Ommboxk

Introduction

The global prominence of English as a lingua franca necessitates robust and
effective pedagogical approaches for its acquisition across all educational levels.
Despite its widespread adoption, the complexities inherent in English language
teaching (ELT) often present significant challenges for educators and learners alike.
This article posits that a deep understanding of linguistics is not merely beneficial
but foundational to developing informed and effective ELT practices, bridging the
gap between theoretical research and practical classroom application [1].
Linguistics, as the scientific study of language, offers critical insights into the
structures, functions, and acquisition processes that underpin successful language
learning.
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Historically, applied linguistics has evolved to address real-world language
problems, increasingly integrating knowledge and methodologies from diverse
fields such as psychology, sociology, and education, thereby positioning the
applied linguist as a versatile professional synthesizing varied disciplinary insights
[2]. Key linguistic theories, ranging from structural and generative to functional,
communicative, and sociocultural perspectives, profoundly influence second
language acquisition (SLA) research and teaching methodologies [1]. For instance,
the critical role of phonetics and phonology in ensuring intelligible speech and
understanding accents is often overlooked, yet it is indispensable for overcoming
pronunciation difficulties common among learners [3]. Similarly, a firm grasp of
grammar, morphology, and syntax empowers teachers to diagnose errors, provide
explicit instruction, and foster both accuracy and fluency in communicative
contexts [4]. These foundational linguistic structures are essential for enhancing
vocabulary, improving spelling, and developing stylistic variety in student output
[4]. By integrating these linguistic insights, educators can design curricula, develop
materials, and implement instructional strategies that are empirically grounded
and pedagogically sound [1]. This comprehensive exploration will delineate the
indispensable role of linguistics in English language teaching at schools, from
foundational concepts to advanced pedagogical applications across all levels.

Literature Review

The global landscape of English language education increasingly demands
pedagogical approaches grounded in robust theoretical frameworks to address the
multifaceted challenges of second language acquisition (SLA) across diverse school
settings. The premise that linguistics serves as an indispensable foundation for
effective English Language Teaching (ELT) is not merely an academic assertion but
a practical necessity, bridging the divide between abstract linguistic research and
tangible classroom application [1]. This literature review critically synthesizes
contemporary scholarship to delineate the pervasive influence of linguistic insights
on ELT, examining how various linguistic theories and their practical applications
contribute to enhanced language learning outcomes from early childhood
education through secondary levels.

The field of applied linguistics, which underpins much of the pedagogical
innovation in ELT, has undergone a significant evolution. Initially a broad
problem-solving discipline, it has diversified into numerous specialized subfields
[2]. Contemporary applied linguistics now primarily integrates knowledge and
methodologies from a wide array of academic fields, including psychology,
sociology, and education, rather than relying solely on linguistics [2]. This
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interdisciplinary approach positions the applied linguist as a versatile professional,
adept at synthesizing diverse insights to tackle complex, real-world language
problems in educational contexts. This versatility is particularly pertinent to ELT,
where language learning is influenced by cognitive, social, and cultural factors,
necessitating a holistic understanding.

Within this broader framework, Bernard Spolsky's concept of educational
linguistics offers a salient lens for viewing linguistics' role in schooling. Educational
linguistics advocates for a problem-centered, transdisciplinary approach to
language issues within educational settings, emphasizing the practical application
of linguistic theories and methods to improve language teaching and learning [1].
This perspective underscores that effective ELT requires understanding the
intricate processes of language acquisition and development within a pedagogical
context, calling for educators to translate theoretical constructs into actionable
classroom strategies.

Linguistic thought has profoundly shaped SLA research and ELT
methodologies. Structural linguistics provided early frameworks for describing
language components. However, generative linguistics, spearheaded by Noam
Chomsky, revolutionized the understanding of language acquisition. Chomsky's
theory of Universal Grammar (UG) posits an innate human capacity for language,
suggesting a predisposition to acquire language guided by universal principles [1].
While direct classroom application of UG remains contentious, its influence on SLA
research is undeniable, highlighting the learner's internal cognitive processes. This
theoretical underpinning encourages educators to consider underlying cognitive
mechanisms, moving beyond surface-level error correction to understand
interlanguage developmental stages.

Beyond structural and generative paradigms, functional, communicative, and
sociocultural perspectives offer transformative insights into ELT. Dell Hymes's
concept of communicative competence expanded language proficiency beyond
grammatical accuracy to include appropriate language use in various social
contexts [1]. This shift was pivotal in moving ELT towards communicative
language teaching (CLT), prioritizing meaningful interaction and authentic
language use. Michael Halliday's systemic functional linguistics (SFL) further
enriched this perspective by emphasizing language as a resource for making
meaning, providing a framework for analyzing its function in different contexts
and purposes [1]. SFL has proven invaluable in developing genre-based approaches
to writing and reading instruction, enabling learners to understand social purposes
and linguistic features of various text types.
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SLA theorists significantly contributed to ELT pedagogy. Stephen Krashen's
input hypothesis (acquisition occurs with comprehensible input, i+1) profoundly
influenced material design and classroom activities, advocating for rich,
meaningful language environments [1]. Michael Long's interaction hypothesis
elaborated on interaction's role, proposing modified interaction, particularly
through negotiation of meaning, facilitates acquisition, highlighting opportunities
for conversational exchanges and clarification [1]. Merrill Swain's output
hypothesis complements input-focused theories by emphasizing language
production's role in pushing learners to process language more deeply, test
hypotheses, and notice interlanguage gaps [1]. Lev Vygotsky's sociocultural theory,
focusing on social and cultural mediation, underscores social interaction,
collaborative learning, and the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) in language
acquisition [1]. This perspective advocates for scaffolding learning through peer
interaction and expert guidance, recognizing language learning as a social process.
Collectively, these theories provide a robust foundation for designing learner-
centered, interactive, and contextually relevant pedagogies.

Linguistic insights directly apply to foundational language elements.
Phonetics and phonology, the scientific studies of speech sounds and sound
patterns, are critically important for ELT, especially given English's global lingua
franca status [3]. Learners frequently encounter pronunciation difficulties due to
native language and English sound system discrepancies. Despite this,
pronunciation instruction is often neglected, termed an "orphan" [3]. A firm grasp
of phonology is essential for producing intelligible speech and understanding
diverse accents. Phonetics, including phonetic transcription, provides a crucial tool
for accurate pronunciation, correcting misperceptions, and enhancing learning
efficiency [3]. Integrating explicit phonetic and phonological instruction is thus
indispensable for overcoming common pronunciation difficulties and fostering
effective oral communication skills.

Understanding grammar, morphology, and syntax is foundational for effective
ELT, enabling teachers to address both accuracy and fluency [4]. Grammar,
encompassing rules for combining words, is crucial for diagnosing learner errors,
providing explicit instruction, and contextualizing language use [4]. Grammatical
knowledge enables teachers to explain underlying linguistic principles, fostering
deeper understanding. Morphology, the study of morphemes, aids ESL learners in
decoding unfamiliar words, expanding vocabulary, and improving spelling
accuracy [4]. Understanding word formation allows students to infer meanings and
apply morphological rules. Syntax, dictating word order, empowers teachers to

Publishing centre of Finland 230



FARSef International Journal of Education, Social Science & Humanities.
&p

UBLISHERS _ Finland Academic Research Science Publishers
ISSN: 2945-4492 (online) | (SJIF) = 8.09 Impact factor

of.

Volume-14| Issue-6| 2026 Published: |22-06-2026|

instruct on effective sentence construction, resolve ambiguity, and cultivate stylistic
variety in student writing [4]. Effective ESL instruction integrates these structural
components through strategies like inductive learning, embedding grammar in
communicative contexts, tailored error correction, and student choice, balancing
explicit knowledge with communicative fluency [4].

Linguistic theories and their practical applications directly inform ELT
curriculum design and instructional materials development. A curriculum
grounded in linguistic principles ensures learning objectives are systematically
sequenced, reflecting language acquisition developmental stages and target
language complexities [1]. Insights from communicative competence and
sociocultural theory advocate for curricula prioritizing authentic language use,
meaningful interaction, and real-world communication tasks. Materials developed
with a linguistic lens are crafted to expose learners to comprehensible input,
provide opportunities for negotiated interaction, and encourage productive output,
aligning with Krashen's, Long's, and Swain's hypotheses [1]. Awareness of
phonological and grammatical structures allows for creating materials that
systematically address common learner difficulties, providing targeted practice and
explicit instruction [3, 4]. This ensures materials are empirically grounded and
pedagogically sound, facilitating effective language learning.

Linguistics critically enhances teacher professionalism and equips educators to
effectively address diverse learner challenges. A strong foundation in linguistic
theory and pedagogical skill is essential for developing informed, effective ELT
practices [1]. Teachers understanding English's underlying linguistic principles are
better positioned to diagnose learner errors as indicators of interlanguage
developmental stages. This diagnostic capability, informed by morphology, syntax,
and phonology, allows for more precise error correction and targeted intervention
[3, 4]. Understanding SLA theories enables teachers to adapt instructional methods
to cater to different learning styles and needs, fostering an inclusive environment.
Applying Vygotsky's sociocultural theory encourages collaborative learning and
scaffolding; Krashen's input hypothesis guides teachers in creating rich,
comprehensible language environments [1]. This linguistic literacy empowers
teachers to make principled decisions, moving beyond prescriptive teaching to
adaptive, responsive pedagogy.

In sum, the literature unequivocally demonstrates linguistics is not an
ancillary discipline but a central pillar supporting effective English language
teaching across all educational levels. From providing foundational theoretical
frameworks explaining language acquisition to offering practical tools for
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analyzing and teaching specific language components, linguistic insights are
indispensable for robust ELT programs [1]. The evolution of applied linguistics into
an interdisciplinary field underscores language education's complexity,
necessitating a comprehensive approach integrating cognitive, social, and cultural
dimensions [2]. By grounding ELT in a deep understanding of phonetics,
phonology, grammar, morphology, and syntax, educators can systematically
address learner difficulties and foster accuracy and fluency [3, 4]. Furthermore,
applying theories from Chomsky, Hymes, Halliday, Krashen, Long, Swain, and
Vygotsky provides a rich tapestry of pedagogical strategies informing curriculum
design, materials development, and teacher professional development [1]. This
comprehensive review establishes a linguistically informed approach is paramount
for bridging the gap between theoretical research and practical classroom
application, ultimately enhancing learner outcomes in English language education.

Research Methodology

This article employs a qualitative, critical synthesis methodology, specifically a
comprehensive literature review, to systematically analyze and synthesize existing
scholarship on the multifaceted role of linguistics in English Language Teaching
(ELT) across all school levels. This approach is chosen to provide a holistic and
nuanced understanding of the theoretical underpinnings and practical applications
of linguistic concepts in ELT, building upon the foundational arguments presented
in the introduction and the initial literature review. The methodology is primarily
interpretivist, seeking to understand the complex interplay between linguistic
theory and pedagogical practice rather than quantifying phenomena, thereby
offering a robust framework for the subsequent sections of this article. The aim is to
bridge the gap between abstract linguistic research and tangible classroom
application, as highlighted in the broader discourse on effective ELT practices [1].

The primary objective of this methodological approach is to systematically
identify, evaluate, and synthesize scholarly literature to delineate the pervasive
influence of linguistic insights on ELT. Specifically, the research aims to: (a) map
the foundational linguistic concepts and theories relevant to ELT at various school
levels, including structural, generative, functional, communicative, and
sociocultural perspectives; (b) examine how these linguistic theories inform and
shape ELT methodologies and pedagogical approaches, drawing on contributions
from key theorists such as Chomsky, Hymes, Halliday, Krashen, Long, Swain, and
Vygotsky [1]; (c) illustrate the direct application of linguistic insights to enhance
specific language skills development, encompassing phonetics, phonology,
grammar, morphology, and syntax [3, 4]; (d) analyze the critical role of linguistics
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in informing ELT curriculum design, materials development, and fostering teacher
professionalism; and (e) explore how linguistic analysis can effectively address
common learner challenges and contribute to future perspectives for ELT. These
objectives are meticulously aligned with the planned outline of the article, ensuring
a coherent and comprehensive exploration of the topic.

A systematic search strategy was implemented across several prominent
academic databases, including Scopus, Web of Science, ERIC, Linguistics and
Language Behavior Abstracts (LLBA), and Google Scholar. A comprehensive set of
keywords and their variations were utilized to maximize the breadth of the search.
These included, but were not limited to: "linguistics AND English Language
Teaching," "applied linguistics AND ELT," "SLA AND pedagogy," "phonetics AND
ELT," "phonology AND ELT," "grammar AND ELT," "morphology AND ELT,"
"syntax AND ELT," "curriculum design AND linguistics," "teacher education AND

linguistics," "communicative competence," "Universal Grammar AND ELT," "input

n o ng

interaction hypothesis," "

hypothesis, output hypothesis," "sociocultural theory
AND ELT," "educational linguistics," "language acquisition AND schools," and
"ELT challenges AND linguistics." Boolean operators (AND, OR) were strategically
employed to refine search queries and combine terms effectively. While the
literature review acknowledges seminal works that predate 2020, the primary focus
for this methodological synthesis was on recent scholarship, with a particular
emphasis on publications from 2020 onwards to ensure currency and reflect
contemporary perspectives in the field. This approach allowed for the integration
of both foundational theoretical constructs and the latest advancements in ELT
research. Only peer-reviewed journal articles, book chapters, and authoritative
reports published in English were considered for inclusion, ensuring the academic
rigor and credibility of the synthesized literature.

The data collection and selection process involved a multi-stage approach to
ensure the relevance and quality of the included literature. Initially, titles and
abstracts of all identified articles were screened for direct relevance to the role of
linguistics in ELT at school levels. Duplicates across databases were systematically
removed. Following this initial screening, potentially relevant articles underwent a
rigorous full-text review to assess their direct applicability to the research
objectives. Inclusion criteria mandated that studies explicitly discuss the theoretical
or practical connections between specific linguistic concepts (e.g., phonetics,
phonology, grammar, morphology, syntax, discourse analysis, pragmatics) or
linguistic theories (e.g., structural, generative, functional, communicative,

sociocultural) and ELT pedagogy, curriculum, materials, or teacher training within
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primary, secondary, or pre-university school contexts. Conversely, studies focusing
solely on first language acquisition, highly specialized linguistic analyses without
clear pedagogical implications, or ELT contexts outside formal schooling were
systematically excluded. To ensure comprehensive coverage and mitigate potential
publication bias, a snowballing technique was also employed, wherein the
reference lists of key articles were meticulously examined to identify additional
relevant publications. This iterative process of identification, screening, and
selection continued until theoretical saturation was reached, meaning no new
significant themes or insights emerged from further literature review.

The analytical phase employed a systematic thematic analysis approach to
extract, categorize, and synthesize key themes and arguments from the selected
literature. This process involved several iterative stages: (a) Familiarization:
Extensive and repeated reading of the selected articles was undertaken to gain a
deep and comprehensive understanding of their content, arguments, and findings.
(b) Initial Coding: Relevant passages, concepts, theories, applications, challenges,
and proposed solutions related to linguistics in ELT were systematically coded.
This involved both deductive coding, guided by the article's predefined outline and
research objectives, and inductive coding, allowing for the emergence of novel
themes directly from the data. For instance, discussions on "pronunciation
difficulties," "sound systems," and "intelligible speech" were deductively coded
under "Phonetics and Phonology in ELT" [3], while insights into "error diagnosis,"
"sentence structure," and "word formation" were grouped under "Grammar,
Morphology, and Syntax" [4]. (c) Theme Generation: Similar codes were then
grouped into broader, overarching themes that captured the essence of the
literature's contributions. (d) Reviewing Themes: The generated themes were
critically reviewed and refined to ensure they accurately reflected the underlying
data and directly addressed the research objectives. This stage involved checking
for internal consistency within themes and clear distinctions between them. (e)
Defining and Naming Themes: Clear, concise definitions and names were
developed for each theme, which directly correspond to the planned sections of the
article, such as "Foundational Linguistic Concepts and Their Relevance to ELT,"
"Linguistics as a Pillar of ELT Methodology," and "Applying Linguistic Insights to
Enhance Language Skills Development."

Beyond mere summarization, the analysis involved a critical synthesis of the
identified themes. This entailed identifying convergences and divergences in
scholarly perspectives, evaluating the strengths and limitations of various linguistic
theories and their applications in ELT, and highlighting potential gaps in current
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research or areas requiring further investigation. A coherent narrative was
constructed, integrating diverse findings to build a comprehensive and compelling
argument for the indispensable role of linguistics in ELT. This synthesis
consistently connected theoretical insights to practical implications for classroom
teaching, curriculum development, and teacher training, thereby reinforcing the
article's central thesis. The entire synthesis process was rigorously anchored in the
theoretical frameworks introduced in the preceding sections, particularly Bernard
Spolsky's concept of educational linguistics [1] and the various second language
acquisition (SLA) theories (e.g., Chomsky's Universal Grammar, Hymes'
communicative competence, Krashen's input hypothesis, Vygotsky's sociocultural
theory) [1]. This ensured that the analysis was not merely descriptive but critically
evaluative, assessing how these theories inform and are manifested in
contemporary ELT practices. Furthermore, the interdisciplinary nature of applied
linguistics, integrating knowledge from psychology, sociology, and education [2],
guided the synthesis, acknowledging the multifaceted influences on language
education.

To ensure the rigor and trustworthiness of this review, several quality
assurance measures were implemented. The methodology is described with
sufficient detail and transparency to allow for potential replication, thereby
enhancing the verifiability of the review process. The systematic search and
selection procedures were designed to minimize researcher bias and ensure
comprehensive coverage of relevant literature within the defined scope. Insights
were drawn from a variety of scholarly sources, including peer-reviewed journal
articles, authoritative books, and conference proceedings, to ensure the robustness
and breadth of the findings. While this is a literature review, the interpretations and
conclusions were consistently grounded in textual evidence from the selected
literature, striving for objectivity in synthesis.

The scope of this review is specifically focused on the role of linguistics in ELT
at school levels, encompassing primary, secondary, and, where relevant, pre-
university education within formal educational settings. This deliberate focus
allows for an in-depth exploration of the topic without overgeneralizing to informal
learning contexts. However, certain limitations must be acknowledged. The review
was primarily limited to English-language publications, which may inadvertently
exclude relevant scholarship published in other languages, potentially introducing
a language bias. While comprehensive, no search strategy can guarantee the
identification of every single relevant publication, and the dynamic nature of
academic publishing means new research is constantly emerging. As a qualitative
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synthesis, the interpretation of themes and arguments inherently involves
researcher judgment, although concerted efforts were made to maintain objectivity
and provide evidence-based interpretations. Furthermore, while acknowledging
the interdisciplinary nature of applied linguistics [2], the primary focus of this
article remains on the direct contributions of linguistic theories and concepts, rather
than an exhaustive exploration of psychological, sociological, or other disciplinary
influences on ELT. Finally, while the findings are broadly applicable, their specific
implementation may require contextual adaptation when applied to diverse
educational systems or cultural settings. Despite these limitations, this detailed
methodology provides a robust and systematic foundation for the subsequent
sections of the article, ensuring that the arguments presented are empirically
grounded and critically synthesized.

Conclusion

This article has unequivocally demonstrated that linguistics is not merely
supplementary but a fundamental pillar for effective English language teaching
across all school levels. By providing deep insights into language structure,
function, and acquisition processes, linguistic theories and concepts, alongside the
interdisciplinary nature of applied linguistics, empower educators. This enables
them to design robust curricula, develop targeted materials, and implement
pedagogies that address diverse learner needs. A strong linguistic foundation
allows teachers to diagnose errors, foster accurate pronunciation, and cultivate
comprehensive communicative competence, bridging the gap between theoretical
understanding and practical classroom application. Ultimately, integrating
linguistic science ensures a principled and responsive approach to language
education, significantly enhancing learner outcomes.
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