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This article discusses the theoretical and methodological foundations of
improving the educational process in higher educational institutions on the basis of
a creative approach. The mechanisms for forming creative thinking, the educational
effectiveness of interactive methods, and the importance of reflection and project
activities are analyzed based on scientific sources. As a result of the research,
practical recommendations were developed for the introduction of a creative
educational model in the higher education system.
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A person’s creativity is manifested in their thinking, communication,
emotions, and specific types of activities. Creativity characterizes the individual as
a whole or certain of their qualities, such as intellectual sharpness. It also appears as
an important factor of talent.
According to the American psychologist P.Torrance, creativity expresses sensitivity
to problems or scientific hypotheses; the ability to propose hypotheses, test and
modify them; to define a problem based on the formation of results; and to perceive
contradictions between knowledge and practical actions when solving a problem.
Like any other quality, creativity does not develop instantly. It is formed and
developed consistently through specific stages.

The possession of creative qualities by a teacher directs their personal abilities,
natural and social potential toward organizing professional activity effectively and
efficiently. In higher education, teachers who possess creative qualities are able to
generate new ideas different from traditional approaches to organizing the teaching
and learning process, avoid stereotypical thinking, demonstrate originality and
initiative, and tolerate ambiguity. Therefore, a teacher with creative qualities
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focuses on organizing professional activity through creative approaches, generating
advanced ideas that contribute to students’ learning activities and personal
development, independently studying best pedagogical achievements and
experiences, and regularly exchanging professional ideas with colleagues.
Typically, teachers’ creativity is ensured, formed, and gradually improved through
striving to solve pedagogical problems, conducting research, implementing
scientific projects, and engaging in creative collaboration. As with any specialist,
the foundation for future teachers’ creativity is laid during their student years and
is continuously developed throughout their professional careers. In this process,
the teacher’s ability to direct themselves toward creative activity and organize it
effectively is of great importance.
When organizing creative activity, a teacher should pay special attention to solving
problematic tasks, analyzing problematic situations, and creating pedagogical
products of a creative nature. By solving problematic tasks and situations, a
teacher’s creative approach to finding solutions contributes to the development of
emotional and volitional qualities. By setting problematic tasks for themselves,
teachers encounter facts that may contradict their existing knowledge and life
experience. As a result, they feel the need for self-development and independent
learning. Conducting research and implementing scientific or creative projects
further develops a teacher’s creative potential. A teacher does not become creative
automatically; creativity is formed over time through systematic learning and self-
improvement. Modern education requires teachers and educators at all
types of educational institutions to be creative.
The concept of “creativity” reflects cultural diversity. For Western thinkers,
creativity is generally associated with novelty. They emphasize non-traditionalism,
curiosity, imagination, humor, and freedom as its foundations (Murdock & Ganim,
1993; Sternberg, 1985). In contrast, Eastern perspectives view creativity as a process
of the rebirth of goodness (Hui & Sternberg, 2002; Rudowicz & Hui, 1997;
Rudowicz & Yue, 2000). Although Western and Eastern views differ,
representatives of both cultures highly value creativity (Kaufman & Lan, 2012).
Many teachers believe they do not possess creative ability. This can be explained by
two reasons: first, many educators cannot clearly explain what “creativity” means;
second, they are unaware of the qualities that directly underlie creativity.
It should be noted that every individual is naturally endowed with creative
potential. Patti Drapeau advises that even if you consider yourself not creative, you
should begin organizing lessons aimed at developing creative thinking right away.
The issue is not whether you are creative, but whether you organize lessons in the
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spirit of creativity and strive to test new ideas in practice.
According to Patti Drapeau, creative thinking primarily involves thinking broadly
about a particular issue. Broad thinking requires learners to rely on multiple ideas
when completing tasks and solving problems. In contrast, narrow thinking focuses
on a single correct idea. Neither approach should be rejected; both are important in
developing creativity. When solving a task, learners first search for several possible
solutions (divergent thinking), and then select the single most appropriate solution
(convergent thinking). Based
on the above, creativity can be defined as follows: Creativity is
manifested in a person’s thinking, communication, emotions, and activities. It
characterizes the individual as a whole or certain traits and serves as an important
factor of talent. Moreover, creativity determines intellectual sharpness and ensures
active engagement of learners in the educational process. In
professional activity, a teacher’s creativity manifests in various forms, including the
development and effective use of creative educational products prepared with the
help of information and computer technologies.
Multimedia - a general concept referring to computer technologies that transmit
information in multiple forms: electronic graphics, text, numerical data, sound,
music, video, audio, photographs, animations, and other formats.
Electronic album - an electronic collection reflecting images, drawings, diagrams,
and  other  graphic  materials along  with  their = descriptions.
Electronic atlas - a resource recommended for a specific academic module or subject,
containing unique graphic images used according to educational objectives.
Digital video materials - modern 3D educational resources containing information
that helps learners acquire knowledge and skills in a particular subject.
Virtual stands - electronic models of real objects, processes, or phenomena;
computer tools used to create, store, process, digitize, and systematize information
in text, image, diagram, table, and other formats.
Simulation virtual trainer - an electronic training device that models real working
conditions to develop and improve practical skills.
Multimedia products - instructional materials integrating audio, video, text,
graphics, and animation effects through ICT tools.
Audio and video-visual materials - materials ensuring the perception of educational
information in audio and visual forms using computer technology.
Video animations - electronic images representing sequentially photographed stages
of movement of drawn or modeled objects.
Presentation - the delivery of educational or scientific material on a specific topic
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using paper materials and information-communication technologies such as
computers and projectors. A
teacher does not become creative automatically. Creativity develops over time
through systematic learning and self-development. The foundation for creativity is
laid during student years and continuously developed in professional practice.
Creativity (as activity) - an individual’s activity and its result that determine the
significance and usefulness of innovation.
Creative person - an individual capable of successfully implementing the creative
process and producing tangible creative results.
Creative individual - a person inclined to approach problem-solving in non-
standard ways, organize original actions, propose innovations, and create creative
products. Creation - an activity or its result recognized by society as
new, significant, and useful.
Education of a creative personality - the formation and development of a person
capable of generating creative ideas and implementing them based on professional-
creative experience.
Conclusion: Professional-creative activity characterizes a specialist’'s success in
solving professional tasks creatively. Creative tasks are systems of problems aimed
at  resolving  problematic  situations through  systematic  analysis.
Professional-creative potential includes:

1. possession of professional competence and skills;

2. mastery of the foundations of professional creativity methodology;
3. level of developed creative thinking;

4. development of professional-creative abilities and personal qualities.

Methodology of professional creativity - a doctrine about the structure, logical
organization, methods, and tools of creativity as a process and result within specific
professional activities.
Creative thinking - a type of thinking that organizes the creative process and
predicts creative results. Creative
ability - an individual characteristic manifested in successfully carrying out
creative activity and evaluating its outcomes.
Self-activation in creativity - the full expression and development of one’s creative
potential in activity; organizing learning in the spirit of creativity and striving to
test new ideas in practice.
According to the “Creativity Roadmap,” classroom activities follow four directions
that indicate teachers’ creativity (Patti Drapeau):

« demonstrating creative thinking skills;
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« using strategies that encourage motivated learning;

« applying innovative approaches;

« approaching pedagogical problem-solving creatively.

Therefore, it is of great importance to systematically modernize educational
activities in higher education institutions on the basis of a creative approach and
scientific principles.
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