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Abstract

This article discusses the nature of English proverbs, their characteristics, and
how they differ from idiomatic expressions. It also presents common English
proverbs along with their meanings and examples to show how they are used in
everyday life. Through this discussion, the article highlights the cultural value of
proverbs and their role in teaching morals, life lessons, and practical wisdom.
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AHHOTaIIMS

B mamHOM craThe paccMaTpmBaeTcs IIpMpOAa AaHIIMMCKMX IOCJIOBUIL, WX
OcODeHHOCTM ¥  pasInuMs MeXay IIOCJIOBMIIaMM ¥ MAMOMAaTUYecKUMU
BbIpaKeHMAMM.  laxkKe  IIpeACTaBjIeHbl  pacIpOCTpaHEHHBbIE  AHIJIMIICKME
HOCJIOBMUIIBL C WX 3HAUeHMSAMM W IHOpuUMepamyl, IIOKa3bIBAIOIIMMM, KaK OHMU
MICIIOJIB3YIOTCSL B IIOBCEIHEBHOW XM3HU. B xome obOcyxkneHus: MHOmu€pKuBaeTCs
KyJIbTypHasi LI€HHOCTb IIOCJIOBUIL WM WX PpoOJIb B OOy4YeHUM HpaBCTBEHHBIM
NPUHIUIIAM, XM3HEeHHbBIM YPOKaM VI IIPaKTUYeCKOV MYyIPOCTIL.

KiroueBnbie cs1oBa

aHIJINVICKME TIOCJIOBUIIBL, MIOMOMBI, MyOpOCTb, KYJIbTypa, OOpasHBI S3BIK,

HpaBCTBEHHBbIE YPOKM, O0IIIeHme
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INGLIZ MAQOLLARINING TIL VA KUNDALIK MULOQOTDAGI
O’RNI

Shukurova Madina Askarovna
Buxoro davlat universiteti Ingliz tilshunosligi kafedrasi dotsenti, PhD

Annotatsiya

Ushbu magqolada ingliz maqollarining mohiyati, ularning xususiyatlari hamda
magqollar bilan iboralar (idiomalar) o’rtasidagi farqlar muhokama qilinadi.
Shuningdek, kundalik hayotda qanday qo‘llanilishini ko‘rsatish uchun keng
tarqalgan ingliz maqollari ularning ma'nolari va misollari bilan keltiriladi. Mazkur
muhokama orqali maqollarning madaniy ahamiyati hamda axloqiy qadriyatlar,
hayotiy saboqlar va amaliy donolikni o‘rgatishdagi o'rni yoritib beriladi.

Kalit so“zlar

ingliz maqollari, idiomalar, donolik, madaniyat, obrazli til, axlogiy saboqlar,
mulogot

Language is not only a tool for communication but also a reflection of culture,
values, and shared experiences. One important aspect of the English language is the
use of proverbs - short, traditional sayings that offer advice, express truth, or teach
life lessons. Proverbs are commonly used in daily conversations, literature, and
education because they convey deep meanings in simple and memorable forms.
Although they are sometimes confused with idiomatic expressions, proverbs differ
in structure and purpose. This article explores the definition of English proverbs,
their characteristics, their differences from idioms, and their significance in
everyday life through various examples and explanations.

English proverbs are short, popular sayings that offer wisdom, advice, or
express a universal truth, often using metaphors to teach lessons about life, like “A
stitch in time saves nine” (fix problems early) or “The early bird catches the worm”
(acting early brings advantage). They provide cultural insights and shortcuts for
communication, conveying complex ideas concisely. A proverb is a short saying
whose general purpose is to give advice, truth, or wisdom to anyone. Proverbs are
traditional statements that express a thought or an experience. They are indirectly
stated but you can get some ideas about the real meaning it conveys.

Sometimes, proverbs can be written in imperative form - telling someone to
do something based on the statement. Proverbs in English have morals and they
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can be used in any situation. Many non-native English speakers unconsciously use
proverbs in their conversations. Proverbs in English are sometimes misunderstood
as idiomatic expressions, although they have indirect meanings. However, they are

both different in some ways.

Proverbs and idioms convey their meaning through statements. Proverbs in
English contain meanings that are sometimes literal and sometimes have greater
meaning than the individual words in the statement.

Proverbs in English are stated in complete sentences.

Examples: Look before you leap - Think deeply before you decide on doing
something.

Every cloud has a silver lining - Every situation does not only have bad things
but there are good things as well.

A leopard can’t change its spots - A person’s innate character and personality
don’t change.

Idioms, on the other hand, contain meanings that are not literally conveyed,
but the meaning is expressed through metaphorical comparisons of things, animals,
and ideas. Idiomatic expressions are not stated in a complete sentence - they are
either a clause or a short phrase.

Examples: Beat around the bush - does not express a “direct to the point” idea;
avoiding a particular topic or issue.

Once in a blue moon - happens very rarely; A piece of cake - simple and easy
to do. We sometimes unconsciously encounter proverbs in our daily lives and we
tend to ignore them. However, if we experience hardships and problems and we
meet some proverbs in English, we ponder it and think about it deeply, relating to
what we are going through.

Examples of English proverbs with their analysis: Don’t judge a book by its cover.
Meaning: This proverb means that you should not make any judgment about a
person or thing by looking at their outside appearance. Example: You just met our
new professor so don’t judge the book by its cover.

It’s better late than never. Meaning: It is better to be present than to never go to a
place or decide on something that you think has a good result. Example: I need to
submit my report but I have not finished it yet and it’s already the deadline. Ah, I'll
still submit it. It’s better late than never.

The pen is mightier than the sword. Meaning: Pen here is something that
represents good communication, through writing. It means that it is better to use a
pen as it can change one’s thoughts rather than use a sword to express violence.
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Example: The pen is always mightier than the sword. Our national hero did not
fight the colonizers physically, but he used his pen to spread his ideas.

It’s better to be safe than sorry. Meaning: It is always better to be careful or
cautious about everything especially your decisions than to regret it later.
Example: You have to limit eating junk food. It’s better to be safe than sorry.

Practice makes perfect. Meaning: This proverb means that if you want to be
better at something, you have to keep doing it or practicing it and not give up.
Example: Don’t worry about your English skills if they are not fluent.
Remember, practice makes perfect.

Strike while the iron is hot. Meaning: This means that if there are opportunities
that knock on your door, go for it. Take risks and don’t be afraid. Example: Make
sure to strike the iron while it’s hot to not miss any good opportunities.

An investment in knowledge pays the best interest. Meaning: It is better to have
more knowledge and be educated because you gain more from it.
Example: Children should be taught the idea that an investment in knowledge pays
the best interest.

Experience is the best teacher. Meaning: We learn from our experiences, that is
why this proverb is most common to us. Example: I always believe that experience
is the best teacher.

It is the first step that is difficult. Meaning: True, as the proverb says. Everything
we encounter or do is always difficult at first, but if we get used to it, everything
becomes easy.
Example: It is natural that if you are new in your job, it is the first step that is
difficult.

Many hands make light work. Meaning: If people do things together and unite as
one, the work becomes lighter and easier. Example: Many hands make light work if
we all do this project hand-in-hand.

No pain, no gain. Meaning: Whatever we want to achieve in life, we always
encounter pains and disappointments. These don’t mean physical pain, but all
kinds of pain. After experiencing these pains, we achieve what we want and gain
success. Example: Most of the soldiers” mantra is “no pain, no gain.”

Do not do things tomorrow if you can do them today. Meaning: Why wait for the
next day when you can do things today? This proverb is very common especially
when at work because you have to make use of your time and be productive, then
be idle and do nothing. It’s better to finish your tasks early so that when there are
modifications, you still have time to do it. Example: Be productive; do not do things
tomorrow if you can do them today.
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A bad workman always blames his tools. Meaning: This means that if a worker
does something and he fails to do it, he blames his tools. Just like at work, a leader
blames his subordinates if he cannot achieve his team goals and targets.
Example: Don’t be a bad workman who blames his tools. You are better than that.

Actions speak louder than words. Meaning: How we act or feel is more obvious
than what we say or utter. Sometimes, we say we are okay but we are not, and it’s
very obvious in our facial expressions or actions. Example: You can’t deny to me
that you are hurt. Actions speak louder than words.

A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. Meaning: No matter how
far a place is, how big your tasks are, or how successful something is, all of them
begin with a single step or from a small beginning. Example: Ms. Lou is now a
millionaire. She was once a poor lady but she had dreams. Her journey of a
thousand miles began with a single step.

All work and no play makes John a dull boy. Meaning: If you focus on work and
not engage in leisure activities, you will be stuck in your work without venturing
into things that you can learn more. It’s like you know nothing about the world
anymore because you focus on just one thing. Sometimes, balance your work and
life. Example: Don’t be too stressed with work. All work and no play makes you a
dull person. Explore and be productive.

In conclusion, English proverbs are meaningful and powerful expressions that
convey wisdom, advice, and universal truths in a concise form. They reflect human
experiences and cultural values, making them applicable to various situations in
everyday life. Through the use of metaphors and indirect meanings, proverbs help
individuals understand life lessons more deeply. Learning and applying English
proverbs can enhance communication skills, especially for non-native speakers,
while also encouraging reflection, moral awareness, and personal growth. Thus,
English proverbs remain an essential and valuable part of the language.
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